
$11  bil.  water  bond  splits
enviro groups in California
By Colin Sullivan, New York Times

California  environmental  groups  are  split  over  whether  to
support an $11 billion water bond on the November ballot,
setting up a family feud between activists who usually stand
shoulder-to-shoulder against corporate interests.

The bond is backed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R), Sen.
Dianne Feinstein (D), the California Farm Bureau, construction
companies and dozens of irrigation districts, to name its most
prominent advocates. But also working for the initiative are
the Nature Conservancy, Audubon California and the National
Heritage Institute.

That deep-pocketed coalition will be opposed by Sierra Club
California, the Planning and Conservation League, Friends of
the River and Clean Water Action, among others. Also set to
oppose the bond are a number of Democratic and Republican
state legislators, mostly from the Bay area and the Sacramento
region.
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