Crawford: Time to sort out
ethical issues on council

To Lake Tahoe News,

Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary cites the first
definition of the word ethic as the “discipline dealing with
what is good and bad and with moral duty and obligation.”

As a member of the City Council, I believe we have ethical
issues that the council should deal with. At the center of my
concern is the presence of Bruce Grego on the council. It
appears that he has conflicts of interest.

Bill Crawford

When the council approved the creation of RD Area Two, I
raised the issue that Mr. Grego, who voted yes on RD Area Two,
may be in conflict because his office is in Area Two. The city
attorney said there was no conflict because Mr. Grego has a
month-to-moth lease with his landlord.

After the meeting, I asked the city attorney to show me the
lease. The city attorney said the lease was verbal. Thus, the
city attorney had taken Mr. Grego’'s word on the subject.

Several times I have requested to know the exact terms of the
lease. And I have been told several times by the city attorney
that he is working on my request. As of June 23, 2010, nothing
has been disclosed.
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The important point is this: If Mr. Grego is in conflict, the
vote on RD Area Two most likely is not valid and would be
nullified. So it is a serious matter and full disclosure of
the terms of the lease is needed.

And Mr. Grego’s landlord is a client of Mr. Grego and has been
for several years.

Another possible conflict for the council with Mr. Grego 1is
that his landlord has property on Ski Run Boulevard. The so
what is this: Councilman Grego voted on the Ski Run Boulevard
BID. Thus, the situation is complex and tricky. His landlord
is his client and is involved on Ski Run Boulevard. A tangled
web, perhaps.

Thus, it is not beyond reason to suggest, or believe, that if
Councilman Grego’s landlord benefits, then the councilman
might benefit monetarily. And the appearance 1is there.

I am saying all of the above because I am tired of waiting for
the city attorney to demand disclosure. The pubic interest is
at state.

And it is Time for Mr. Grego and the city attorney to read
Webster’s definition of ethic[s] and do their duty and
obligation.

Bill Crawford, South Lake Tahoe city councilman



