
Governor:  Let  gays  begin
marrying
By Kevin Yamamura and Susan Ferriss, Sacramento Bee

In an extraordinary court filing, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
asked  Friday  that  gay  marriages  be  allowed  to  resume
immediately in California after a federal ruling that the
state’s  voter-approved  ban  on  gay  marriage  is
unconstitutional.

The Republican governor filed his brief with U.S. District
Court  Judge  Vaughn  R.  Walker  before  a  Friday  deadline  to
submit arguments on whether to continue a stay of Walker’s
decision against Proposition 8.
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“The  Administration  believes  the  public  interest  is  best
served by permitting the Court’s judgment to go into effect,
thereby restoring the right of same-sex couples to marry in
California,”  wrote  Kenneth  C.  Mennemeier,  an  attorney
representing  Schwarzenegger,  in  the  brief.  “Doing  so  is
consistent  with  California’s  long  history  of  treating  all
people  and  their  relationships  with  equal  dignity  and
respect.”

Walker concluded in a decision Wednesday that Proposition 8
violates the equal protection and due process rights of gays
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and lesbians. The initiative passed with 52 percent of the
vote in November 2008.

Read the whole story
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