
Schwarzenegger  launches
climate change group
By Margot Roosevelt, Los Angeles Times

Gov.  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  on  Tuesday  launched  an
international  organization  to  tackle  climate  change  with
leaders from regional governments in Europe, South America,
Africa, Asia and the United States.

The  failure  to  achieve  an  international  climate  pact  in
Copenhagen  last  year  left  many  people  discouraged,
Schwarzenegger said, addressing several hundred delegates to a
“climate summit” at UC Davis. But now, he added, “The sub-
nationals  should  do  their  work….  The  green  revolution  is
moving  forward  full  speed  ahead  without  the  international
agreement.”

Despite  Schwarzenegger’s  cheerleading,  the  signing  ceremony
for the Regions of Climate Action group, known as the R-20,
had  a  lame-duck  quality.  Only  one  other  U.S.  governor,
outgoing Democrat Jim Doyle of Wisconsin, was present for the
signing in the half-empty auditorium; no provincial leader
from China, Earth’s largest carbon-emitter, agreed to join the
effort.

Schwarzenegger  officials  had  predicted  that  about  100
government leaders would sign the pact to cooperate on climate
change;  but  in  the  11  months  since  the  governor  first
announced the initiative, only about 25 states and provinces
have agreed to be part of the group. Besides Doyle, the group
includes the governors of Michigan, Oregon and Washington.
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