
La Nina not living up to her
reputation
By Henry Fountain, New York Times

For meteorologists and climate scientists, the flooding that
has affected the Australian state of Queensland has not been
unexpected. It is seen as collateral damage from the current
La  Niña,  a  lowering  of  sea-surface  temperatures  in  the
tropical eastern Pacific Ocean.

While a typical La Niña — the low-temperature side of the
cycle known as the El Niño/Southern Oscillation — usually
brings wet weather to the western Pacific, it also brings dry
conditions to the Southern United States, including Southern
California.

But since late December, Southern California has been hit by
severe rainstorms, with some areas receiving nearly a normal
year’s worth of precipitation in a few weeks.

“Clearly, to this point, the pattern has not been panning out
for  Southern  California,”  said  Michelle  L’Heureux,  a
meteorologist  with  the  Climate  Prediction  Center  of  the
National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration  in  Camp
Springs, Md.

When La Niña is in effect, as strong easterly trade winds in
the tropical Pacific push warmer surface water to the west,
colder water rises in the eastern Pacific to replace it.
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