
Ganong  breaks  hand  hitting
gate
By U.S. Ski Racing

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN,  Germany  —  Erik  Guay  is  the  World
Champion. Once again Canada has taken the Worlds downhill
title from under the noses of the Europeans. In 2009 it was
John Kucera winning a difficult test at Val d’Isere. This time
it  was  Guay  with  an  early  run  down  a  decidedly  changed
Garmisch-Partenkirchen race course who stole the worlds most
prestigious ski racing title.

Didier Cuche, a favorite in many eyes, was second. Christof
Innerhofer had earned favored status with the super G gold
medal three days ago and a courageous first in training run
one. He finished third for the bronze medal.

Romed Baumann, in fourth, was more than a second off the
winning time.

Travis  Ganong  of  Squaw  Valley  apparently  broke  his  hand
hitting a gate high on the course and finished 24th.

“I think it’s kind of broken,” he said of his left hand packed
in ice. “It hurts.”

He said he smacked the hand against the base of a gate about
30 seconds into the course. It hurt immediately and he said
that was distracting at best.

“I can’t bend my finger. It hurt immediately. I could only
hold my pole with two fingers it was so painful. I tried to
cut inside all the bumps. … Ultimately I was really hurting
and I was distracted.”

The Kandahar grew slower for those starting late.
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Among those was Bode Miller, in bib 22. He appeared unable to
generate  speed  at  any  point  on  course  and  finished  a
respectable 15th, but no where near any spot that counted for
anything. Nyman, in 13th, led the Americans.

“I tipped over on my hip at the very top, but I don’t think
that cost me all that much,” said Miller. “I made a great
recovery and then gassed it from there down. I’m happy with
the way I skied. I was pushing the line and cutting off the
line almost every section of the course. My legs had good
power, I felt strong all the way to the finish and I was
concerned  about  that  because  it  has  been  so  bumpy.  It’s
disappointing, but some days in ski racing there’s just not
much else you can do.”


