Geraldine Ferraro dies

By Elaine Woo, Los Angeles Times

Geraldine A. Ferraro, the savvy New York Democrat who was
embraced as a symbol of women’s equality in 1984 when she
became the first woman nominated for vice president by a major
party, died Saturday at Massachusetts General Hospital in
Boston. She was 75.

The cause was complications from multiple myeloma, her family
said.

Ferraro was diagnosed with multiple myeloma, an incurable form
of blood cancer, in 1998. She did not disclose her illness
publicly until 2001, when she went on NBC-TV's “Today” show
and said she had beaten the cancer into remission with
thalidomide, the once-banned drug that had proven effective
with some end-stage cancers. The cancer recurred, but she
again went into remission after therapy with a new drug.
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