
Dog  trained  to  sniff  out
aquatic invasive species
By Leigh Paynter, News 10

OAKDALE — Debi DeShon had been training dogs to sniff out
contraband for the last 15 years, but a decline in the economy
and  a  rise  of  an  eco-threatening  animal  made  her  swap
narcotics  for  nature.

At her new business she’s using some of the same techniques
she used to “Mussel Dogs” is DeShon’s new detective venture,
and She’s training dogs to find invasive species of mussels –
the quagga and zebra mussels.

According  to  DeShon  and  park  officials  at  the  Woodward
Reservoir  in  Oakdale,  the  Quagga  and  Zebra  mussels  can
multiply out of control and dramatically change the ecosystem.
They are often transported from lake to lake by boaters. The
mussels are only about the size of a finger nail, and their
larvae can be microscopic, making them tough to find. Quagga
and Zebra mussels can also live for up to 30 days out of the
water. The mussels have been found in lakes in surrounding
states and in southern California.
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