Opinion: When will California
get serious about changing
business climate?

Publisher’s note: This editorial is from the May 8, 2011,
Sacramento Bee.

As far as the editors of Chief Executive magazine are
concerned, California is beyond terrible. It’s dead last among
all 50 states for business climate. No one in his or her right
mind would want to do business here.

The magazine, based in Greenwich, Conn., 1is not alone.
Rankings by many supposedly reputable organizations place
California at or close to the bottom in all manner of
categories.

Business organizations and their allies in the Legislature
wave them as they call for tax cuts, an end to suffocating
regulation and curbs on nettlesome lawsuits.

The political left shrugs at these findings as the work of
self-serving lobby groups. Often they are. An insurance
industry-funded study that claims California is litigation-
happy has no credibility. But when the Public Policy Institute
of California offers a sober, nonpartisan and insightful
analysis, policymakers ought to take notice.

In a report issued last month, the organization analyzed
rankings by various groups and concludes that some raise
legitimate points.
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