Tips to keep pets healthy in
the garden

By Bonney Brown

This is a busy time of year for those of us who enjoy
gardening. There are a few things you can do to keep your yard
and garden safe for your pets and wild animals, too.

Some lovely garden plants can be toxic to animals. If your
pets tend to eat plants, see a full list of toxic plants on
the Animal Poison Control Center’s website.

Fertilizers can be attractive to some animals and can cause
digestive upset or more serious problems. Careful storage and
following of the instructions on the package for the
appropriate waiting period after application will protect your
pets. The same goes for insecticides and herbicides.

Nontoxic pest control, such as diatomaceous earth (food or
garden grade — not the treated stuff for pools); Safer
Insecticidal Soap; Sluggo Plus; and BT, or Bonide Bacillus
Thuringiensis, are effective and a lot safer.

Bonney Brown 1is executive director of the Nevada Humane
Society.
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