Action sports camp turning
Boreal into year-round resort

By Katherine E. Hill

Boreal Mountain Resort is transforming itself into a year-
round destination for freestylers from all sports. Known for
its terrain parks attracting freeriders and freeskiers each
winter, Boreal is hoping to capture more of the freestyle
market with an indoor facility that will serve as part-camp,
part-training ground for skateboarding, skiing, snowboarding,
BMX riding and cheer-gymnastics.

The 33,000-square-foot facility is under construction next to
the ticket windows, with plans to open the center — dubbed
Woodward Tahoe — next summer, according to Boreal General
Manager Jody Churich. The goal of the camp is to provide an
action sports training center to youth and to provide Boreal
with year-round business.
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Boreal is
becoming more

than a ski
resort.

“It's the economy of it .. it’s very much the point of it to
fill in the valleys” when there is no snow, Churich told Lake
Tahoe News.

The project also is helping to fill the valleys of the local
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economy with Truckee-based J&S Construction building the camp.
Churich estimates that the project would employee between 50
and 75 people during construction.

Churich said Boreal had been looking at the Camp Woodward
program, based in Woodward, Pa., for about a year before
deciding to contract with the company to build an
instructional facility at the resort.

“Copper Mountain built in 2009 and we’'re owned by the same
company,” she said. “I looked at it and it’s a niche very
heavily skewed in action sports and terrain parks.” She said
that makes it a perfect fit for Boreal.

Powdr Corp., which owns Boreal and Soda Springs resorts on
Donner Summit, recently acquired and partnered with Camp
Woodward, Churich said. She said the decision to build
Woodward Tahoe at Boreal was made before Powdr Corp. purchased
Woodward.

Woodward Tahoe will be open for about 10 months of the year,
Churich said, with closures likely in September and October
for maintenance. The center will offer weeklong programs in a
camp-like setting for the summer months, while also offering
half- and full-day programs open to everyone the rest of the
year.

The camps are geared toward action sports with an emphasis of
freestyle instruction and will focus of snowboarding, skiing,
skateboard, BMX and cheer-gymnastics. The programs will be
open to kids as young as 7 to 8 years up to 17 years of age.
The camps will be tailored according to age and discipline.
The weeklong camps also will offer onsite lodging at existing
facilities at Boreal.
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Woodward Tahoe
will open at
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2012.

When completed, Woodward Tahoe will feature an indoor skate
park, ski-ride ramps, trampolines, a digital media area and
foam pits. The foam pits are used for practicing freestyle
maneuvers for all of the sports and contain large foam blocks
that young athletes can use to practice grabs and other tricky
maneuvers before trying them on the slopes or the parks,
Churich said. As well, there will be an outdoor park and pipe
for riding in the summer.

Churich said they believe there’s a market for more youth-
based action sports camps and noted that a skiing and
snowboarding camp offered in June at Boreal was a success.

In addition to facilities at Cooper Mountain in Colorado and
the camp in Pennsylvania, Camp Woodward operates camps geared
toward action sports in Wisconsin, Tehachapi, and Beijing.

Boreal will be open for summer skiing and riding on July 23
with the Castle Peak quad chairlift running from 9am to 2pm,
with a full terrain park and one run open. Beginner terrain
will not be available, but rental equipment and food and
beverages will be available. Tickets are $25.
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