Crowds fTlock to Lake Tahoe
beaches to watch fireworks

A pitch-black sky was the ideal backdrop as fireworks 1lit up
the sky on Fourth of July.

Beaches were crowded with thousands of revelers throughout the
South Shore enjoying a rather warm night — with temps in the
50s. Lots of families were out; with a good mix of tourists
and locals. Those out and about Monday night say the crowds
seemed larger than last year.

The 23-minute pyrotechnic display was one minute longer than a
year ago. With the Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority paying $6,000
per minute (negotiated down from $10,000 per minute), it’s an
expensive show to put on.
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Many small towns across the United States nixed their shows
because they could not afford it.

But the fireworks displays throughout Lake Tahoe are often the
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reason people flock to the basin this time of year.

The South Shore also has a big display the Sunday of Labor Day
weekend.

Even though personal fireworks are illegal throughout the Lake
Tahoe Basin, that did not stop some people from lighting up
the sky just off Regan Beach after the professionals finished
their job. South Lake Tahoe police officers are investigating
that incident.

— Kathryn Reed
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