
Unexpected  legacy  left  by
hero aboard Flight 93
By Yahoo Studios

Mark  Bingham  died  Sept.  11,  2001,  while  saving  countless
lives. Just how many will never be known.

The openly gay rugby player was one of the heroic passengers
who led a revolt against the terrorists on United Airlines
Flight 93. The hijackers planned to slam the plane into the
White  House  or  the  U.S.  Capitol,  according  to  the  9/11
Commission Report. Instead, the plane crashed into a field
near Shanksville, Pa., killing the terrorists and passengers –
but nobody else.

The most visible torchbearer of Bingham’s legacy is Alice
Hoagland, his mother. After losing Bingham — her only child —
Hoagland  became  a  tireless  advocate  for  issues  that  were
important  to  her  son.  Now  61,  the  retired  United  flight
attendant is a proponent of aviation safety, a spokesperson
for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community, and
an avid supporter of rugby.

Flight 93 passengers learned from cell phone conversations
that the World Trade Center and Pentagon had already been
attacked. Bingham – along with Todd Beamer, Tom Burnett, and
Jeremy Glick – formulated a game plan of sorts to overtake the
hijackers, according to accounts from the phone calls. All
four men were athletes.
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