Opinion: Sense of community
means g¢giving back as a
company

By Stephanie Grigsby

Anthony J. D’Angelo wrote, “Without a sense of caring, there
can be no sense of community.” I have been a member of the
Lake Tahoe community for over 11 years, but still I find
myself astounded at the passion and efforts our members put
into making Tahoe an enjoyable, successful, vibrant city. Our
area 1is full of people who inspire me with their constant
striving to make Tahoe a better place for us all.

This sense of spirit is no more evident than within the walls
of my office. I work as a principal at Design Workshop, an
international landscape architecture and land-planning firm
with an office right here in Tahoe. I feel compelled to
recognize the extraordinary dedication and talents of my co-
workers, and how their sense of community betterment has
impacted our firm. I am continually impressed by the quality
of design they produce but also by the fact that each person
donates his or her time and talents to give back to the area
that has fostered and supported our business success.

Stephanie
Grisby

This team understands the important need to sustainably
improve the quality of life for its neighbors and friends and
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to provide an enriching experience to those who visit the
area. Whether we are in the office, working on client
projects, or volunteering our time to initiatives such as
alternative transportation improvements, we are committed to
the community.

Ben Fish, operations manager at Design Workshop, also serves
as board member and trails director of the Tahoe Area Mountain
Biking Association. He has a passion for making Tahoe a year-
round destination for adventure seekers who want to explore
the city’'s natural environment by bike. This spring, he
brought together over 40 people, including land managers and
resort operators, for a three-day workshop put on by the
International Mountain Bike Association to focus on techniques
to build and design trails that benefit communities socially
and economically.

Steve Noll, my fellow principal at Design Workshop, focuses on
volunteer efforts that advance alternative modes of
transportation and recreational improvements in Tahoe. Noll
assisted in the initial design for the field renovations of
the South Tahoe track and soccer field and is a charter member
of the Lake Tahoe Bicycle Coalition, promoting the development
and maintenance of bike lanes and paths.

Micah Langdon, an associate at Design Workshop, organized a
volunteer effort to design and construct a kids’ garden at
Western Nevada College’s Child Development Center, using tires
that had been dumped in vacant lands. His son and schoolmates
learn how to help plants grow while the greater community
enjoys a cleaner landscape.

In addition to these specific efforts, many members of the
Lake Tahoe team of Design Workshop regularly spend time
serving on boards, planning committees and business
cooperatives as well as contributing to the community arts and
organizations.



Over the past 11 years I have been fortunate not only to work
on important projects that better our community, such as the
South Tahoe Greenway, but to also work alongside a team of
talented individuals who are committed to bettering Tahoe.
This spirit of dedication is the reason I enjoy coming into my
office every day. I work directly with a number of these
neighborhood-oriented members, but I am delighted that there
are numerous others whom I read about or see in action,
cleaning beaches or building trails. So here is a big thank
you to my colleagues at Design Workshop and to the many
residents of Lake Tahoe who continually work to make our city
great.

Stephanie Grigsby is a principal at Design Workshop.



