Rogich: Nevada would be
better with January caucus

By Sean Whaley, Nevada News Bureau

CARSON CITY — Long-time Republican political operative Sig
Rogich disagrees with comments from former Gov. Bob List that
Nevada is better off with a Feb. 4 GOP presidential caucus
rather than the January date that had been proposed initially.

“Why in the world would you want to step back, and we’re not
going to be rewarded for such a thing, all things being
equal,” Rogich said in an interview on the Nevada NewsMakers
television program this week. “I just don’t think that it
makes any sense to be that far back when you have an
opportunity to be up in play.”

Rogich was responding to a question from host Sam Shad about
List’s remarks in an interview on the show last week when he
said Nevada is better off with the Feb. 4 GOP caucus.

List, a Nevada State Republican Party national committeeman,
said the primary contest won’t be over before Feb. 4, making
Nevada a key battleground for Republican candidates.

Nevada was embroiled in a controversy earlier this year over
when to hold its caucus because of Florida’'s decision to move
up its primary date. Nevada Republican Party officials
ultimately agreed to the Feb. 4 date for the “First in the
West” GOP caucus.

During the NewsMakers interview, Rogich predicted Romney will
win Nevada’s caucus. He won handily here in 2008.

But he also said the Romney campaign has failed to clearly
define the former Massachusetts governor.

“And I think that’s their big problem in this campaign,”
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Rogich said. “He’s articulate, eloquent, certainly a good
looking gquy, he’s got a great accomplished history of a lot of
things. But if you ask the average person what do you think
about Mitt Romney and what he stands for, you’d probably get
mixed reviews. People just don’t know where to categorize
him."”

Rogich, who worked with Newt Gingrich during his time at the
White House, said the candidate 1s on message and has
momentum, but he has the ability to “create chaos from order.”

But Rogich predicted Gingrich will win in Iowa, is tightening
up the race in New Hampshire and will win in South Carolina.

Rogich also said he still believes President Obama is the
favorite to win, if the election were today.

“All things being equal, if you count the electoral map, he
may win very narrowly,” Rogich said. “But if he carries some
of those states that he is likely to carry, at this juncture
today, then I still think he is still a favorite to win.”



