Election law changes
cumbersome for counties

By Gus Thomson, Auburn Journal

Placer County elections chief Jim McCauley said Tuesday that,
early in the election season, his office has been sorting out
state mandates and new election rules.

“Laws were passed that seem to conflict with what is already
there,” McCauley said. “There is a lot of confusion and
different opinions from one county to the next.”

The primary election is June 5.

One new election rule requires ballots for election-day voting
to be printed for 75 percent of all registered voters, while
60 percent of Placer County’s voters are pre-registered to
vote by mail and don’t need them, McCauley said.

“We’re going to be throwing out thousands and thousands of
ballots,” McCauley said.

McCauley said he’s also concerned about U.S. Postal Service
plans that could close the Reno mail distribution center.

“If people drop it in the mail on Friday (from Lake Tahoe),
there is not guarantee, we’ll get it on time,” McCauley said.
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