
Pop  titan  Whitney  Houston
found dead at age 48
Publisher’s note: While Whitney Houston was never on a stage
in Northern Nevada, she did have a connection to Lake Tahoe.
The 1992 film “The Bodyguard” was partly filmed at Fallen Leaf
Lake.

In the film, Houston and co-star Kevin Costner were holed up
at his father’s cabin at Fallen Leaf.

Leah Halsten, who was in “Carnival Cabaret” from 2002-08 at
the Horizon casino in Stateline, impersonated Whitney Houston.

By Geoff Boucher, Los Angeles Times

Whitney Houston, a willowy church singer with a towering voice
who became a titan of the pop charts in the 1980s and 1990s
but then saw much of her success crumble away amid the fumes
of addiction and reckless ego, has died. She was 48.

Kristen  Foster,  a  publicist,  announced  Saturday  that  the
singer had died, and police sources later confirmed that she
was found unresponsive in her room at the Beverly Hilton Hotel
about 3:30pm. Paramedics performed CPR on her, but she was
pronounced dead about 4 p.m., Beverly Hills Police Lt. Mark
Rosen told KTLA News. An investigation into the cause of death
is pending.
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On Thursday afternoon at the hotel, Houston drew the attention
of reporters and security staff with her erratic behavior,
dripping  sweat  and  disheveled  clothes.  The  singer  was
disruptive at that day’s rehearsals for music mogul Clive
Davis’ annual Grammy industry party and showcase; that party
at the Hilton on Saturday night was supposed to include a
performance by Houston.

Late Saturday, Davis told those assembled at the party that he
had  a  “heavy  heart”  and  was  “personally  devastated”  by
Houston’s death, but “simply put, Whitney would have wanted
the music to go on, and her family has asked for us to carry
on.”

The star’s professional decline had become a familiar part of
her public saga. Her haggard appearance at times shocked fans
who had once been drawn to the singer’s world-class smile and
approachable glamour in music videos, album covers, concerts
and, later, hit films. Songs like “I Will Always Love You” and
“Saving  All  My  Love  for  You”  had  women  around  the  world
singing along with the star, but by the end of the 1990s they
barely recognized her.
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