Storm could upgrade already
decent ski conditions

By Kathryn Reed

It’s Saturday afternoon and the slopes of Heavenly Mountain
Resort are noticeably lacking people — at least for this time
of day in mid-February.

For those who are taking advantage of the groomers, coverage
and conditions are good considering this has been the winter
that Mother Nature forgot. Obstacles for the most part are
adequately marked.

Chairlifts are
full, but lift
lines minimal
at Heavenly on

Feb. 11.
Photos/Kathryn
Reed

With people in the Bay Area being scared off by the lack of
snow and not understanding the concept of snowmaking and the
mechanics of grooming, it means people can be distributed
throughout the mountain even though 1less than half of
Heavenly’'s terrain is open.

But Monday all of this could change if forecasters are
correct.
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The National Weather Service in Reno is calling for light to
moderate snow tonight and into Monday. A winter weather
advisory has been 1issued from midnight through 4 pm Monday.

Four to 8 inches of snow could drop at lake level, with up to
a foot above 7,000 feet.

It might mean tree skiing will open up. This weekend it has a
bit of a different meaning by the looks of Dipper Bowl off the
Comet chairlift. Tiny trees are visible on what is normally a
fun run.
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The Monday morning commute over Sierra passes 1is expected to
be unpleasant with slick conditions, blowing snow and chain
requirements.

Forecasters say there is a chance the white stuff will stick
around into Wednesday. Temperatures are expected to be in the
mid-30s in the Lake Tahoe Basin for the first half of the
week, with overnight lows dropping to the teens on Monday and
Tuesday.
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