From record hot in Lake Tahoe
back to winter white and cold

By Kathryn Reed

TWIN BRIDGES — Sierra-at-Tahoe could have been called Bare-at-
Tahoe this weekend based on the amount of skin that was
showing. After all, South Lake Tahoe broke a record March 4
with a high of 59. The previous record of 58 was set in 1986.

Truckee at 61 degrees was three degrees shy of tying the
record high set in 1914. Minden was 73 on Sunday, tying the
record high set in 1925.
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But today will be the complete opposite — or at least more
normal for early March. The high is expected to be 31 degrees
in South Lake Tahoe — three degrees warmer than the forecasted
overnight low. And tonight the mercury is expected to drop to
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10 degrees in South Tahoe.

“Wind is going to be the main problem,” Brian O0’'Hara,
meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Reno, said
of the cold front that moved into the area last night.

Ski resorts are hoping the on-again, off-again winter the Lake
Tahoe Basin has been experiencing is on again.

“There is a direct correlation to the snow we’'re getting and
the business we are seeing,” Steve Hemphill, spokesman for
Sierra, told Lake Tahoe News. “We are very optimistic about
March.”

The parking lot Saturday was definitely more full than the
week before. Despite the added people and snow, hardly anyone
was enjoying Castle — and it was groomed to perfection.

Last week Sierra added 41 inches to its snowpack, with a
couple inches forecast for Tuesday.

Most resorts in the Lake Tahoe area received more than 3 feet
of snow in the last week.

Heavenly Mountain Resort opened Mott Canyon, some of its
expert terrain, on March 5. But clearly it’'s not a normal
season when in March only 3,600 of the 4,800 acres are open.

“We are still making snow whenever possible,” Sally Gunter,
Heavenly spokeswoman, said.

Homewood Mountain Resort on the West Shore is spinning all its
chairlifts.

Kirkwood Mountain Resort is one of the few areas with all of
its runs open. They are expecting to get up to 6 inches as
this storm comes through.

With the announcement of Vail Resorts buying this resort near
the Carson Pass, more people have been making the drive to
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check it out, according to spokesman Michael Dalzell.
“Kirkwood is doing very well this spring,” Dalzell said.

To keep people driving to Kirkwood the resort has original
events lined up like the March 16-18 Freeride Flow Festival.
It combines big mountain riding, music and yoga.

Resorts are not releasing closing dates yet. Mid-April is the
norm. Most areas like to get through Easter to have the spring
break crowd be the last hurrah of the season. That bunny will
be bouncing around April 8.
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