
Opinion: Embracing FDR’s Four
Freedoms  would  serve  the
country well
To the community,

We live in a troubled world. A time of economic depression and
senseless wars. In a way the scene is similar to the mid-1930s
and early ’40s. And we are in the middle of a political
contest for the highest office in the land. And the political
parties are in a muddle. What to do, what to do. They are not
clearly framing the issues that need to be debated in clear
language. But there is a way to do that.

In his 1941 state of the union address, FDR delivered the Four
Freedoms. Freedom of religion, freedom from fear, freedom from
want, freedom of speech.

Bill Crawford

At FDR’s request, Archibald MacLeish put together a group to
create a pamphlet for widest possible publication o n the Four
Freedoms. The group was formed. The pamphlet was written by
Reinhold Niebuhr on religion, Max Lerner on freedom from fear,
Malcolm Cowley on freedom from want, and E.B. White on freedom
of speech. White did the rewrite.

I believe the issues of the Four Freedoms are alive and need
national attention and discussion by the political parties. We
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need clear language to outline the nation’s problems. The
rebirth of the Four Freedoms, what those words mean, would be
helpful.  If  done,  that  might  give  the  nation  direction,
purpose, and achievement at home in nation building. Political
parties  should  lead  the  debate.  If  they  do  not,  we  will
continue to muddle and drift along to our ruin.

Bill Crawford, South Lake Tahoe

 


