
$92.1  bil.  budget  deal
ensures Calif. lawmakers get
paid
By Chris Megerian and Anthony York, Los Angeles Times

SACRAMENTO  —  California  lawmakers  narrowly  met  a
constitutional deadline to pass a state budget Friday, but
their work is not finished as they continue a tug-of-war with
Gov. Jerry Brown over just how deeply to cut social services
in the $92.1-billion plan.

The  budget  —  pushed  through  the  Legislature  by  Democrats
without a single Republican vote — makes fewer cuts to welfare
and child care than the governor had sought and funds those
programs through accounting maneuvers he opposes.

Once Brown receives the budget, he has 12 days to sign it into
law, trim some spending unilaterally, or veto the entire plan
and send it back to the Legislature for revisions.

On Friday, the governor signaled only that he would continue
negotiating with Democratic leaders. The spending plan can be
modified with follow-up legislation.

“We’re still not there yet,” said Brown spokesman Gil Duran.

Passage of the budget seemed to be almost a non-event in the
Capitol compared to years past — in part because it was only a
prelude to the battle at the polls in November, when Brown and
his allies will try to persuade voters to approve billions in
new taxes.

The  budget  passed  Friday  leaves  a  hole  of  more  than  $8
billion, which Democrats hope will be filled by temporary
increases in both the state sales tax and income tax on the
wealthy. If Brown’s tax proposals are rejected, California’s
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public schools would bear the brunt of the pain, and the
academic year in some districts could be shortened by three
weeks.

Read the whole story
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