
Celebs ready to waltz their
way down Edgewood’s greens
By Kathryn Reed

Agility, athleticism, funny clothes. Those are just some of
the things dancing and golf have in common.

Jack Wagner, Donald Driver, Emmit Smith, Jerry Rice, John
O’Hurley,  and  Jason  Taylor  are  six  other  things  the  two
activities have in common.

These six men will be at Edgewood Tahoe this week for the 23rd
annual American Century Celebrity Championship Tournament in
Stateline July 17-22. These six also have all participated in
“Dancing with the Stars”.

The  American  Century
Championship  is  July  17-22
at  Edgewood  Tahoe.
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Think about how graceful a running back can be as he runs down
the  sidelines,  flitting  seemingly  effortlessly  between
defenders. All that incredible foot movement proved beneficial
for  Driver,  a  Pro  Bowl  running  back  with  the  Green  Bay
Packers, who won the dancing event this season. Hall of Fame
running  back  Smith  was  the  top  dancer  the  year  he
participated.
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While Lawrence Taylor won’t be at this year’s celebrity golf
tournament, the Hall of Fame linebacker has been a dancer and
a golfer since retiring from the New York Giants.

A 2011 “Dancing with the Stars” contestant on the Australia
version  –  Jan  Stephenson  –  will  be  playing  in  Thursday’s
celebrity-am event. Stephenson was one of the top golfers in
the 1970s and 1980s, having won the LPGA championship in 1982
and the U.S. Women’s Open a year later.

Brandi Chastain, former soccer player, is returning as the
lone female player of the 80-plus field of golfers.

Another noteworthy woman will be on the greens this year, but
behind a microphone. Annika Sörenstam, who has a second home
in Incline Village, is a guest analyst each Thursday on the
Golf Channel. This week she will do commentary for the network
during the tournament.

Sörenstam retired four years ago from professional golf as the
best golfer of her generation, if not all time.

Tony Romo is the favored to
win the tournament, not just
the hearts of young women.

It’s possible she will have a driver in her hand Thursday and
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not the mic.

Considering Sörenstam has her signature wine label with Wente,
she may not be on the 17th hole with the guys when they
participate in the Korbel sponsored ace contest on Friday.
Participants will vie for $250,000 from 155 yards out. If they
sink it on one shot, they split the winnings with the Lake
Tahoe Community College Foundation.

Quarterbacks are often a crowd favorite. Tony Romo of the
Cowboys is the favored to win, according to the bookies.

First-time QBs this year include Christian Ponder with the
Vikings, Ryan Fitzpatrick with the Bills and Alex Smith with
the Niners.

The 49er quarterbacks are a mainstay at this event. In the
past John Brodie, Steve Spurrier, Steve Young, Trent Dilfer,
and Steve Bono have all participated in the ACC.

A QB with local appeal, Aaron Rodgers of Green Bay by way of
Chico and Cal, will be returning.

—-

Facts:

• Practice rounds are Tuesday and Wednesday.

• Pro-am is Thursday.

• Actual tournament is Friday-Sunday.

• Tickets vary depending on the day and package. They may be
bought online, at the gate or at Raley’s for a discount.

• NBC will cover it live Friday-Sunday.

• Parking is at the casinos.
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