
Hot afternoon winds threaten
to provoke Robbers Fire
By Bill Lindelof, Sacramento Bee

The fire that has scorched more than 1,000 acres of wildland
and threatened homes near Foresthill is still burning this
morning but its march has at least temporarily slowed.

However, fire officials are worried that the afternoon will
bring hot winds that could push the fire toward houses despite
the best efforts of more than 1,800 firefighters.

Dubbed the Robbers fire, it began about 3:20 p.m. Wednesday
near the east bank of the north fork of the American River and
burned eastward, toward Iowa Hill. Since then, aerial and
ground efforts to quell the blaze have been on-going.

Overnight, the fire was relatively quiet. That was in contrast
to  Thursday  when  the  fire  made  several  different  runs  in
various directions, the most aggressive being in the southeast
direction toward the Yankee Jims area.

When the fire bolted toward the Yankee Jims area about 3:30
p.m. the Placer County Sheriff’s office ordered additional
evacuations. About 30 people were told to leave for their
safety, bringing total evacuations since Wednesday to about
150.

The fire as of today is estimated to have consumed 1,100 acres
of forest, an increase of 300 acres since Thursday. The blaze
is 10 percent contained.
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