Pampered canines turn up
their noses at posh houses

By Jennifer A. Kingson, New York Times

Many of them have carpeting, heating and air-conditioning,
indoor and outdoor lighting, elaborate music and entertainment
systems. Some are even eco-friendly, with solar panels or
planted green roofs.

Take, for instance, the Palladian-style mini-mansion that
Glenna and Ed Hall bought at a charity auction three years ago
for about $300. With Jeffersonian columns that match the ones
on their home in Roanoke, Va., the two-foot-tall doghouse
makes a perfect accent for the garden. No one seems to mind
that the garden is off-limits to Maggie May, their 28-pound
whippet-borzoi mix — least of all Maggie May.

“We bought the house because it looks a lot like our house,”
said Mrs. Hall, 66, a retired interior designer. “Maggie’s
never been in it. She’s a house dog.”

Traditionally, doghouses were where dogs actually lived,
separate from the family. But now that dogs are increasingly
considered members of the family, their homes are becoming
more like second homes — and in some cases, they’'re entirely
ornamental. Sure, there are still plenty of doghouses built
for dogs to live in. But there are also an impressive number
built the way Christian Louboutin makes shoes: you can walk in
them (sort of), but clearly that’s not the point.
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