Rypien leads ACC with several
guys in the hunt

By Kathryn Reed

STATELINE — Record crowds on Saturday witnessed golf that,
while it may not rival Augusta, proved to be intense. Nine
points separate the leader and No. 10 player after two days of
play at the American Century Championship.

Mark Rypien sits atop the leader board heading into Sunday’s
final round at Edgewood Tahoe. He last won the event in 1990
when traditional scoring was used. A 54-hole modified
Stableford format was introduced in 2003.

Dan Quinn, who has a two-day total of 40 points — three behind
Rypien, at a July 21 press conference said, “I’'ve been kind of
shocked that this is the score that’'s leading. Normally if
you're 43 or 44 on Saturday, you're 10 or 12 points behind.
So, I'm pretty happy .. I still have a chance.”

2011 ACC winner Jack Wagner
get some extra help late
Saturday. Photos/Kathryn
Reed
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Quinn has won the celebrity tournament four times; the most
recent being in 2004.

But guys not often in the top 10 are in the hunt:
Mark Rypien, 43
Dan Quinn, 40
Mark Mulder, 38
Tony Romo, 37
John Elway, 37
John Smoltz, 37
Jack Wagner, 36
Billy Joe Tolliver, 33
Joe Theismann, 33
Chris Chandler, 32

Wagner, who won the event last year, was the last man standing
on the driving range. Two people stood within close range
offering the actor advice about his swing.

While many of the players are in it for the title, others are
there to have fun — just like the fans.

Legendary All-Pro quarterback Joe Theismann didn’t hesitate to
sign autographs as he walked the line of the putting green.

Jerry Rice could take a lesson from his elder. Even though his
game has improved through the years and he has been known to
mingle with the crowd, on Saturday he walked off the putting
green without so much as a smile to the gang along the ropes.

This was 1n direct contrast to Alfonso Ribeiro and Carson
Palmer who smiled and conversed with people as they were on



the putting green.

Even though Charles Barkley is usually jovial, he left hole 9
in a cart Saturday without a word to anyone despite a large
crowd wanting his autograph.

The strip of sand along hole 17 was one big party on Saturday
— as 1is tradition. The tournament provides this group with its
own bar on the beach.

Douglas County sheriff’s Sgt. Ron Elges and Deputy Adam
Windsor kept an eye out to make sure the crowd stayed on the
other side of the rope.

The tournament is on target to break last year’s attendance
record of 40,156. The single day record was set July 21 at
13,727. The previous record of 12,276 was from 2011.

Action begins July 22 at 8:05am. Here are Sunday’s tee times.
— Susan Wood contributed to this story.
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