Tribes look to expand casinos
beyond reservation land

By Rob Hotakainen, McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — After buying a new chunk of land 50 miles north
of San Francisco, the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria
just broke ground on a new, Las Vegas-style casino. It will be
the largest in the Bay Area, with 3,000 slot machines, 200
hotel rooms, a spa, bars, restaurants and parking for more
than 5,000 cars.

In New York, the Shinnecock Indian Nation is considering Long
Island as a site on which to build the Big Apple’s first
tribal casino.

And in Washington state, the Spokane Tribe of Indians wants a
new 13-story casino and hotel next to the Fairchild Air Force
Base, prompting fears that the city will become “Spo-Vegas.”

The plans are extraordinary for one reason: In all three
cases, the tribes want to build their palaces on new land
that’s not part of their original reservations.

The expansions are the latest twist in the nation’s Indian
casino wars, and they mark a major shift for the tribes, which
already run 385 casinos and bingo halls in 29 states.
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