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Nearly 1.7 million high school graduates took the ACT college
entrance exam in 2012, testing their knowledge of four core
subjects—English,  math,  science,  and  reading.  But  most  of
those students are not prepped for success in college or the
workforce, according to a report released this week by ACT,
Inc.

More than a quarter of 2012 graduates fell short of college
readiness benchmarks that ACT sets for all four subjects, and
60 percent of students tested missed the mark in at least two
of the four subjects, the report states.

Students deemed college-ready in a subject have a 75 percent
chance of passing a first-year college course in that area.
The  nonprofit  research  and  testing  organization  uses
historical testing data to determine the level of expertise
students need to succeed in those courses at a college, trade
school, or technical school.
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