TRPA board approves Regional
Plan update

By Kathryn Reed

STATELINE - Historic. That is what some called the near
unanimous vote Wednesday by the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
Governing Board to approve the Regional Plan.

For a document that was supposed to be approved in 2007, it
was long in coming. It got derailed, turned upside down and
faced the threat of Nevada not being at the table.

In the end, the voluminous document earned the support of all
but two California appointees.

Now all eyes are on the calendar 60 days from now. For one,
that is when the Regional Plan would become the law of the
land. Second, that is the deadline individuals and groups have
to file a lawsuit to prevent the Regional Plan from taking
effect.

The TRPA Regional Plan 1is
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While the board approved all the items voted on, not everyone
in the room agreed with the decision. Of the 51 people who
spoke at the daylong meeting at Harveys casino on Dec. 12, 34
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were for the plan, 14 against and three were non-committal.

The first 22 people who spoke were either from the government,
fire service, utility district, science community, education
or health care. All were in favor.

Then it was open to the public at large.

“Today is your legacy. It is your legacy to leave,” Joanne
Marchetta, executive director of TRPA, told the board before
the vote.

Ultimately seven items were voted on. The Advisory Planning
Commission voted on each first. For the item to be approved by
the Governing Board each required four votes from California
reps, and four from Nevada members.

The items were:
1. Issuance of 2011 Threshold Evaluation

2. Certification of Regional Plan Update Final Environmental
Impact Statement

3. Amendment of Environmental Threshold Carrying Capacities
4. Adoption of Regional Plan Update and Code of Ordinances

5. Certification of the Mobility 2035: Regional Transportation
Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy Final Environmental
Impact Statement

6. Adoption of Mobility 2035: Regional Transportation Plan and
Sustainable Communities Strategy

7. Submit 208 Plan to California and Nevada Agencies for
Approval and Certification.

The APC board voted unanimously to approve all the items.

Governing board member Mara Bresnick, who is the California



Assembly Speaker appointee, voted no on everything.

Governing board member Byron Sher, California Senate Rules
Committee appointee, voted for Nos. 1 and 7, and then
abstained on the rest.

During deliberations Sher said, “If I were going to remain on
the board, I would probably vote against the Regional Plan
update.”

While Sher has been a vocal opponent to the Regional Plan, he
was given a standing ovation by the board and those in the
room for his service. This was his last meeting as he plans to
resign Dec. 13 from the Governing Board.

Note: Here are a TRPA RPU fact sheets that give an overview of
the new Regional Plan.
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