Conservancy spending millions
to 1mprove Lake Tahoe Basin

By Kathryn Reed

STATELINE — Even with millions of dollars being spent in the
Lake Tahoe Basin each year, it’'s not always easy to identify a
California Tahoe Conservancy backed project.

This state agency based in South Lake Tahoe is the major force
behind Lakeview Commons, a major contributor to Explore Tahoe,
and a constant funder of bike trails on the North and West
shores.

Ray Lacey talks Feb. 20
about the California Tahoe
Conservancy. Photos/LTN

But it also contributed nearly $20 million to the Heavenly
Village project that went to environmental improvements.

It is a regular contributor to erosion control projects that
reduce the sediment reaching Lake Tahoe.

Brokerage of coverage rights 1is another component of the
agency.

In the nearly 30 years since the Conservancy was established,


https://www.laketahoenews.net/2013/02/conservancy-spending-millions-to-improve-lake-tahoe-basin/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/2013/02/conservancy-spending-millions-to-improve-lake-tahoe-basin/
https://www.laketahoenews.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/ray-lacey1.jpg

it has acquired almost 5,000 parcels in the basin. Many are
sensitive lands that will never be developed. Some are in
neighborhoods. If they could ever be sold depends on the money
used to buy them. Ones bought with state bond dollars are
forever the state’s property.

Ray Lacey, deputy director of the CTC, enlightened Soroptimist
International South Lake Tahoe on Wednesday at Harrah's Lake
Tahoe about what his agency has been up to.

He was an integral player in making Lakeview Commons become a
reality. It was $6 million from the Conservancy that paid for
the overhaul of El Dorado Beach.

Now he wants to turn the attention to the other side of
Highway 50 so the full 56-acre project is completed.

There is also phase 2 of the Lakeview Commons project to be
done, too. That includes revamping the area to the Alta Mira
Building. CTC has secured an option to buy that building.

The biggest project in the near future is theThe 60-day
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Today, funding is the major obstacle, Lacey27.
said, for why projects are not going forward.
What is in the Conservancy’s bank account only
covers a fraction of the projects on the table.

These days it’s more attractive to help fund a
project than be the sole financial provider.

In the heyday, the CTC may have acquired 200 properties in a
month. Now acquisitions are down to a handful a year.



