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bag bans
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From Los Angeles to Nantucket, Mass., plastic and paper bag
bans are on the rise across the nation.

Some  ordinances  prohibit  single-use  carryout  bags,  while
others attach a fee to such bags, but an unlikely group is
fighting against such bans: recyclers.

On Aug. 5, the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries, a
trade group that represents scrap recyclers, came out against
bag bans and fees. The organization announced a new policy
that will “promote a market-based system for the trade of
recyclable materials without restrictions or interference.”

“ISRI members that recycle paper and plastic bags are quite
concerned that policymakers are banning bags and creating fees
without  considering  the  real  impact  on  the  recycling
industry,” ISRI President Robin Wiener said in a statement.

“Rather than bans and fees that take away jobs and increase
costs to consumers, policy makers should take advantage of the
great economic and environmental opportunities associated with
responsibly recycling these bags,” she said.
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