Calif. set to raise minimum
wage to $10/hour

By David Siders, Sacramento Bee

A bill to raise the minimum wage in California to $10 an hour
raced forward at the Capitol on Wednesday, with Democratic
lawmakers poised to approve the measure and Gov. Jerry Brown
announcing he would sign it.

The increase in the state’s minimum wage from $8 to $10 by
2016 would be the first since 2008, when it was raised by 50
cents to $8.

“The minimum wage has not kept pace with rising costs,” Brown
said in a statement. “This legislation is overdue and will
help families that are struggling in this harsh economy.”

The Democratic governor’s announcement came after Assembly
Bill 10, by Assemblyman Luis Alejo, D-Watsonville, was amended
Wednesday to raise the minimum hourly wage to $10 sooner than
previously proposed. The bill is moving through the
Legislature as lawmakers near the end of session this week.

The measure would raise the minimum hourly wage from $8 to $9
on July 1, 2014, and then to $10 on Jan. 1, 2016. Under an
earlier version of the bill, the minimum hourly wage would not
have reached $10 until 2018.
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