
Feds  change  stance  on
marijuana policy
By  Joe  Mozingo,  Ari  Bloomekatz  and  David  G.  Savage,  Los
Angeles Times

In a significant policy shift by the Obama administration,
Attorney General Eric Holder Jr. signaled Thursday that the
federal government would no longer interfere in states that
allowed  commercial  marijuana  sales  as  long  as  they  were
strictly regulated.

The move comes two years after the Justice Department said
federal  drug  agents  would  not  tolerate  large-scale  or
commercial pot businesses and began a campaign to shut down
dispensaries  and  growers.  The  crackdown  was  particularly
aggressive in California, where hundreds have been shut down.

The new policy suggests the federal government is trying to
find a workable balance between federal law, which prohibits
all marijuana use, and laws in a growing number of states such
as California that permit it.
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