
Letter:  CTC’s  ‘Asset  Lands’
are public disgrace
To the community,

The California Tahoe Conservancy is about to approve the first
two of a possible 322 “Asset Lands” sales. These initial sales
generated $1.75 million.

The identified “Asset Lands” do not belong to the California
Tahoe  Conservancy;  the  lands  belong  to  the  citizens  of
California.

The  executive  director  and  this  board  are
entrusted to be the protectors of its lands
and Public Access, yet this agency has begun
playing a dangerous game of monopoly.

When the public funded the agency with $108 million, there was
no  inkling  it  would  become  a  real  estate  speculator  and
inventory clearing house: stripping the lands of entitlements,
then reselling the parcels to the private sector which blocks
public access, all to fund the agency and an untested scheme
to become the tourist accommodation unit (hotel, fractional,
timeshare) czar for Lake Tahoe.

Engaging in this new TRPA plan which also promotes development
on conservation and forest land outside the urban boundary is
not the CTC’s charge.

Where does the $1.4 million generated from the 15-acre Sherman
Way  parcel  go?  Will  it  buy  old  motels?  Pay  for  salary
increases? Who is keeping track and where is the transparency?

The CTC posts property and notifies neighbors 300 feet away a
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mere 10 days before the sale is approved. These parcels are
not just affecting the property values of the neighbors 300
feet away, it affects the whole community. As is the case with
the following three Asset Land parcels:

a. 5.76 acres off Queens Way (Kingswood West) — This acreage
is surrounded by residential homes and used extensively by the
neighborhood.

b. 14.56 acres above Estates Drive and Donner (North Tahoe
Regional Park Tahoe Vista) — Currently this parcel is heavily
used by the public for hiking, ski skating, cross country
skiing and access to the balance of the North Tahoe Regional
Park and Forest Service lands.

c. 9.21 acres off Ward Creek (West Shore) — The public heavily
uses this parcel for hiking, ski skating, cross country skiing
and access to the balance Forest Service lands.

If  the  agency  won’t  notify  the  public  of  its  intentions,
concerned residents will be forced to.

Asset Lane sales guidelines are vague and unspecific. Simply
stating:  “These  parcels  simply  aren’t  needed  for  ongoing
restoration  or  recreation  projects,”  said  CTC  Executive
Director  Patrick  Wright,  “but  their  sale  could  generate
significant  revenue  to  support  the  Conservancy’s  top
priorities, including restoration of the Upper Truckee River
and expansion of Tahoe’s bike trail network.” Is ambiguous at
best. This description could be applied to all their holdings
and  is  an  inadequate  justification  for  eliminating  the
public’s access to open space.

How much of CTC’s 6,000 acres of open space has an ongoing
restoration or recreation projects?

CTC must perform the following actions:

The CTC shouldn’t be allowed to sell the 322 designated Asset



parcels unless:

1. There are hard and fast specific guidelines for protecting
lands

2. The affected Community is adequately notified, including
neighbors within 1,000 feet.

3.  Once  on  the  Asset  Land  list,  the  potential  sites  are
permanently noticed. It’s not enough to notice adjacent owners
10 days before board approval.

4. It is clearly explained where the money to purchase each
site came from, i.e. 1990 bond.

5. It is clearly explained where the money is going. (CTC
salaries,  buying  old  motels,  promoting  concentrated
development?)

6.  Clearly  outline  restrictions  on  further  development.
Explain to the Public that these parcels could be fenced.

Thank you,

Ann Nichols, president North Tahoe Preservation Alliance


