
Walkabouts slow to catch on
in United States
By Sam McManis, Sacramento Bee

Atop Wolf Ridge on a clear day in the Marin Headlands several
years ago, Tom Courtney paused to take in the view. Hikers
always stop there, mostly to gawk at the Pacific Ocean to the
west and Mount Tamalpais to the north, but also to catch their
breath after a steep climb.

Going  on  walkabouts  in
England is common. Photo/LTN
file

But Courtney had other reasons for peering pensively into the
distance that day. Once, years before, he had completed a
multiday  hike  in  the  Cotswolds  in  west-central  England,
hoofing it from inn to inn as part of a pastime Europeans call
“walkabouts.”

So, as he gazed beyond verdant Tennessee Valley and over Mount
Tam’s  foothills,  he  wondered  whether  it  was  possible  —
logistically,  not  athletically  —  to  string  together  a
“walkabout” from Rodeo Beach to Point Reyes without resorting
to pitching a tent and camping. Nothing wrong with roughing
it, of course, but occasionally a guy likes to soak his weary
feet in a hot tub, sip a fine Merlot alongside a juicy steak,
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and sleep in high-thread-count sheets along the way.

Read the whole story
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