
Candidate wants to trade law
practice for bench
By Kathryn Reed

Being able to balance business and the law is what David
Combellack  believes  will  set  him  apart  from  the  other
candidates running for El Dorado County Superior Court judge.

The 64-year-old is vying for the seat of retiring Judge Doug
Phimister.

The El Dorado County native has run his own law firm for the
past 30 years. He has been in private practice for 37 years.
The cases he has taken on have run the gamut from criminal to
domestic relations to juvenile cases to a broad spectrum of
civil cases, as well as probate.

David Combellack

“I understand the importance of making things practical and
making  things  profitable,  not  that  the  court  will  be
profitable, but running the court in an efficient manner I
think is important to the public,” Combellack told Lake Tahoe
News.

El Dorado’s courts are known for being backlogged and many
have pointed to how judges are running their courtrooms for
the inefficiencies and delays in cases being heard.
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Combellack has been toying with the idea of being a judge for
more than a decade. He said until now the timing had not been
right.

He has some experience of what it would like to be on the
bench.

“I’ve been involved as a volunteer as a judge pro tem in
family  court,  traffic  court,  and  civil  court.  (You  are)
attempting to resolve cases that were on the road to trial
through  an  alternative  dispute  resolution  process,”  he
explained.

His  involvement  with  Teen  Court  is  one  of  the  things
Combellack  is  most  proud  of.

Combellack looks forward to going from being advocate for a
client to being unbiased.

“I am prepared to listen and I am prepared to make decisions,”
he said.

Combellack  has  also  been  president  of  the  El  Dorado  Bar
Association, on the Community Foundation board, and Marshall
Hospital  board  as  well  as  involved  with  other  volunteer
organizations.


