Study: Diabetes kills 1
person every 6 seconds

By Albertina Torsoli, Bloomberg

Diabetes kills one person every six seconds and afflicts 382
million people worldwide, according to the International
Diabetes Federation, which has been canvassing the help of
people ranging from celebrity chef Jamie Oliver to Bob
Marley’'s nephew to raise awareness about the problem.

The number of diabetes cases has climbed 4.4 percent over the
past two years, according to new figures the Brussels-based
federation released today. The number of people affected by
the disease is expected to climb 55 percent to 592 million by
2035 as factors including poor diet, a more sedentary
lifestyle, increases in obesity and life expectancy fuel an
epidemic, it said. There were only 285 million sufferers
worldwide in 2009.

“We haven’t seen any kind of stabilizing, any kind of
reversal,” Leonor Guariguata, an epidemiologist and project
coordinator for IDF’s Diabetes Atlas, published every two
years, said in a phone interview. “Diabetes continues to be a
very big problem and is increasing even beyond previous
projections.”
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