California schools 1in better
financial shape

By Theresa Harrington, Contra Costa Times

SACRAMENTO — California Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tom Torlakson declared a fiscal state of emergency in K-12
education 3% years ago.

But much has changed since then. Now, Torlakson says, schools
are in better financial shape and ready to take on the
challenges of new education standards and computerized
testing, which are expected to better prepare students for
college and careers.

Below is an excerpt of an end-of-the-year phone interview with
Torlakson that also touched on parent involvement in schools,
controversy over new Common Core standards, and the federal
government’s threat to withhold funding due to the state’s
elimination of most STAR tests.

Read the whole story
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