Concern about non-college
bound girls

By Claudio Sanchez, NPR

Kyrah Whatley, 17, is a bright student with pretty good
grades. But the thought of spending two to four more years in
a college classroom is depressing, she says.

Masonry, on the other hand, intrigues her. “I'm a kinesthetic
learner. .. I learn with my hands,” she says.

That’s why Kyrah is thinking of joining the Navy as a
certified mason right after she graduates from Buchtel High
School in Akron, Ohio.

A new poll from NPR, the Harvard School of Public Health and
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation finds that the majority of
parents feel their child’s school is preparing students for
college. But 4 in 10 say that schools do not sufficiently
prepare students who will not attend college — and parents of
girls are even more likely to be concerned than parents of
boys.
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