Fire destroys 2 residences at
Granlibakken

By Kathryn Reed

A father of five escaped with minor injuries when a fire swept
through their Granlibakken home in Tahoe City.

Gabrielle Cuevas was trying to help his kids about 4:30am Dec.
30 when he was burned on his hands and suffered smoke
inhalation. He was treated at Renown Medical Center in Reno.

North Tahoe Fire Protection District crews were still on the
scene late Monday afternoon trying to determine the cause of
the blaze. No dollar amount has been put on the loss of the
structure or personal belongings. The family lost everything,
including just opened Christmas gifts.

A father saved four children
from a fire at their
Granlibakken home Dec. 30.
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Granlibakken and North Tahoe firefighters are going to Toys
for Tots in Reno on Tuesday to find toys to replace some of
what was destroyed. The Red Cross is also helping the family.

The father and four children ranging in age from 5 to 10 were
at home. A 2-year-old was elsewhere for the night. A couple
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who lived next door 1s also in need of other 1living
arrangements.

“It’s what they call the dormitory. It’s an older building
where some of the workers stay,” Dave Zaski with North Tahoe
Fire told Lake Tahoe News. Cuevas 1is a maintenance worker at
the resort.

Zaski said the good thing 1is his department worked with the
resort a few years ago to make sure there were smoke detectors
in all structures. The other thing that helped the family is
the children had been taught by local firefighters about how
to stay low to the ground when there is smoke and to change
the battery in the smoke detectors.

Granlibakken is open for business. A spokeswoman did not
return a call.

Donations of clothes and money for the family may be dropped
off at Granlibakken or the fire station at 222 Fairway Drive,
Tahoe City.



