Study: Law enforcement often
doesn’t buckle up

By Jed Boal, Deseret News

SALT LAKE CITY - “Click It or Ticket.” That'’'s the highway
patrol campaign in many states that urges everyone to wear
their seat belts or face a fine.

But a study by California’s Commission on Peace Officer
Standards and Training estimates that roughly half of law
enforcement officers don’'t wear seat belts, while 86 percent
of the public now buckle up.

Scot Stephenson, Utah’s director of Peace Officer Standards
and Training, was surprised to hear that. He said he believes
80 percent to 85 percent of law enforcement officers in Utah
buckle up on the job because that’s the way they train.

Stephenson said he can’t be certain that’s the way the
officers behave after they finish training, but he said seat
belt training is a major component of what they learn.
Stephenson also said there’s been a nationwide movement to cut
down on the number of law enforcement fatalities.
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