Tech investor wants to divide
Calif. in sixths

By Peter Delevett, San Jose Mercury News

Lots of folks believe California is ungovernable. Venture
capitalist Tim Draper has a solution: Six Californias,
including one called Silicon Valley.

Draper, a maverick tech investor who once poured $20 million
into a statewide school voucher initiative, on Monday laid out
his case for a proposed ballot measure that, if passed by
voters, would demand Congress slice and dice the nation’s most
populous state.

“We’re simply too big and bloated,” Draper declared in a news
conference from Draper University of Heroes, the San Mateo
school for aspiring startup CEOs he opened earlier this year.

Veteran political observers were quick and unanimous 1in
assessing the plan’s odds of success at zero. At the same
time, they said Draper’s modest proposal could spark
discussion about how to fix the state’s manifold problems,
such as bursting prisons and jockeying over water rights.
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