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light bulbs
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It lit up the world and showed us all our way. It served
presidents,  princes,  and  paupers  with  equal  alacrity.  It
brought the writings of Yeats, Joyce, Rowling, and Trudeau to
millions of bed-readers, and helped countless people around
the world avoid stubbing their toes in the dark.

And now, it is no more.

Farewell, traditional light bulb. As the clock struck midnight
New  Year’s  Day,  the  light  dimmed  on  your  reign  as  the
mechanical  illuminator  of  human  existence.

Rest in peace.

This was no sudden death. The diagnosis came in years ago, in
2007, when President George W. Bush signed a law to replace
standard incandescents with more efficient bulbs.
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