
Then and now: Original Dixie
now a barge

The  original  M.S.  Dixie
paddle-wheeler  was  retired
in  the  1990s.  Photos/Bill
Kingman

The M.S. (Motor Ship) Dixie was brought to Lake Tahoe in
sections  in  about  1948,  having  served  on  the  Mississippi
River.

The Dixie in 1972.

After the Amundson family of Lake Tahoe lengthened, widened,
and added a third deck, the M.S. Dixie debuted as a cruise
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ship in 1972. It docked variously at Ski Run on the beach, at
Timber  Cove  Pier,  and  at  Zephyr  Cove,  which  became  its
permanent port.

The initial dinner cruises to Emerald Bay offered steaks from
several backyard-type barbecues placed outside on the Dixie’s
rear deck.

Twenty years later, the M.S. Dixie was replaced by a brand new
M. S. Dixie II, the largest ship on Lake Tahoe. It is based at
Zephyr Cove.

M.S. Dixie II

Jim  Amundson  has  converted  the  old  retired  Dixie  into  a
service barge which remains the main platform for our annual
4th of July and Labor Day fireworks shows over the lake.

The original M.S. Dixie is
now the barge used for the
annual  South  Shore
fireworks.

Singer Ray Donoho’s website details the debut Dixie where he
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performed.

— Bill Kingman


