Calif. moves to boost water
saving toilets, faucets

By Rory Carroll, Reuters

With California facing its worst drought in a century, state
officials have fast-tracked first-in-the-nation water
efficiency standards for new toilets, urinals and faucets, an
action expected to save about 8.2 billion gallons of water the
first year while cutting energy use and greenhouse gas
emissions.

The draft standards, released late last week, would prohibit
the sale of appliances in California that do not meet proposed
standards, which are expected to go into effect in 2016.

The standards would require that toilets use no more than 1.28
gallons per flush instead of the current limit of 1.6 gallons
per flush.

They would limit urinals to a half a gallon of water per
flush, half of what is currently allowed.

Lavatory faucets would have a maximum water use level of 1.5
gallons per minute under the proposed standards, down from the
current limit of 2.2 gallons per minute.
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