
Graphene — it’s the material
of tomorrow
By Nick Bilton, New York Times

I just want to say one word to you. Just one word.

No, fans of “The Graduate,” the word isn’t “plastics.”

It’s “graphene.”

Graphene is the strongest, thinnest material known to exist. A
form of carbon, it can conduct electricity and heat better
than anything else. And get ready for this: It is not only the
hardest  material  in  the  world,  but  also  one  of  the  most
pliable.

Only  a  single  atom  thick,  it  has  been  called  the  wonder
material.

Graphene could change the electronics industry, ushering in
flexible devices, supercharged quantum computers, electronic
clothing and computers that can interface with the cells in
your body.

While the material was discovered a decade ago, it started to
gain attention in 2010 when two physicists at the University
of  Manchester  were  awarded  the  Nobel  Prize  for  their
experiments with it. More recently, researchers have zeroed in
on how to commercially produce graphene.

The American Chemical Society said in 2012 that graphene was
discovered to be 200 times stronger than steel and so thin
that a single ounce of it could cover 28 football fields.
Chinese  scientists  have  created  a  graphene  aerogel,  an
ultralight material derived from a gel, that is one-seventh
the weight of air. A cubic inch of the material could balance
on one blade of grass.
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