Sandoval slams BLM for ‘First
Amendment Area’

By Laura Myers, Las Vegas Review-Journal

Gov. Brian Sandoval on Tuesday accused the Bureau of Land
Management of violating Nevadans’ constitutional rights to
protest a BLM roundup of cattle on federal land and slammed
the agency for creating an “atmosphere of intimidation.”

Sandoval called on the BLM to dismantle a so-called “First
Amendment Area” the agency designated to allow demonstrators
to protest the gathering of rancher Cliven Bundy'’s 500 head of
cattle. The federal government is rounding up the cattle
around Bunkerville because Bundy has refused for 20 years to
pay grazing fees.

“Due to the roundup by the BLM, my office has received
numerous complaints of BLM conduct, road closures and other
disturbances,” Sandoval said in a statement. “I have recently
met with state legislators, county officials and concerned
citizens to listen to their concerns.”

“I have expressed those concerns directly to the BLM,” he
added. “Most disturbing to me is the BLM's establishment of a
‘First Amendment Area’ that tramples upon Nevadans'’
fundamental rights under the U.S. Constitution.”
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