Survey: SLT voters warm to
upping some taxes

By Kathryn Reed

South Lake Tahoe voters are open to spending money on
infrastructure, but they don’t want to foot the entire bill.

The city submitted a few questions for a recent survey that
Lake Tahoe Community College contracted for in regards to its
proposed general obligation bond. The city paid for 25
percent of the survey at a cost of less than $5,000.

“Since the college was conducting a survey, which is typically
expensive, it was a good opportunity to see if for very little
cost the city could tag onto the college’s survey,” City
Manager Nancy Kerry explained.

Harrison Avenue upgrades are
being funded by a variety of
sources. Photo/LTN file

The results show that 65 percent of voters would support
increasing the hotel tax. On previous city surveys the voters
have said the same thing — it would be fine to up the
transient occupancy tax.

When it came to be willing to support a sales tax for
infrastructure, slightly more than half the voters, or 54
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percent, said do it.

“The City Council does not have on its work plan to go to the
voters anytime soon on a tax increase,” Kerry told Lake Tahoe
News .

Still, money is needed if the city is going to make any kind
of dent in upgrading, maintaining and bringing some of its
infrastructure to code.

“We also need money for recreation upgrades and facilities and
services. The question 1is whether there 1is an appetite of the
community to invest in these key strategies — infrastructure
and recreation — or if funding will need to come from another
source,” Kerry said.

The massive Harrison Avenue project, which has started, in
part is being funded by the city taking out a loan.

Here are the actual survey results.
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