
Brown wants Calif. to be in
front of climate change
By Jennifer Medinamay, New York Times

LOS  ANGELES  —  Portraying  California  as  the  front  line  of
climate change, Gov. Jerry Brown said Monday that the effects
of man-made global warming were devastating the state, drawing
a direct link between climate change and both the record-
setting drought that has left the state parched and the early-
season wildfires that broke out across California last week.
He declared that people must find a way “to live with nature,
not collide with it.”

Saying that California was at the “epicenter” of the impact of
climate change, Brown said that states and nations in general
were  “not  on  a  sustainable  path”  when  it  came  to  global
warming and the harsh weather patterns and other problems it
brings.

“We have to adapt because the climate is changing,” Brown said
in  a  speech  to  scientists  gathered  in  Sacramento  for  a
conference on the drought’s impact on state agriculture. “Now
there’s no doubt that the evidence has been strong for quite a
while, and it is getting even stronger.”

Brown has made battling climate change one of the centerpieces
of his tenure, traveling as far as China to marshal support
for efforts to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions. He has pressed
for continued enforcement of the state’s cap-and-trade program
— which places limits on emissions from major polluters —
despite  some  critics’  calls  to  scale  back  amid  the  weak
economy. And he has repeatedly criticized Congress for not
doing enough to take action.
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