
Editorial:  Swanson  for  EDC
supervisor
Publisher’s note: Lake Tahoe News convened an editorial panel
of six South Shore residents to decide on this endorsement for
the June primary.

Politically savvy, connected locally and beyond, astute in
policy and knowledgeable in how to make things happen – that’s
the type of person Tahoe needs on the El Dorado County Board
of Supervisors.

There is only one person running for District 5 who has what
it takes to do the job. That person is Angela Swanson.

One  of  Swanson’s  strong  suits  is  the  ability  to  build
consensus. She proved this on the Lake Tahoe Unified School
District board and continues to do so on the South Lake Tahoe
City Council.

Angela Swanson

She is undoubtedly the most progressive of the six candidates.
She took it upon herself to get involved with the League of
California Cities in ways that no other council member has.
This brings a voice to South Lake Tahoe that is unique. While
she is reimbursed for some of her travel, she does this on her
own time. There is no question Swanson is committed to South
Lake Tahoe and El Dorado County as a whole.
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Swanson  is  incredibly  smart.  She  knows  the  issues.  She
listens.  She  can  change  her  mind  when  presented  with  new
information. She is passionate. She cares.

She can step onto the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency Governing
Board, California Tahoe Conservancy board (she was the city’s
rep), and Tahoe Transportation board (she is the current city
rep) without needing to come up to speed. These are all boards
that the Tahoe supervisor traditionally sits on, and they are
more critical to Tahoe than the Board of Supervisors. This is
why who represents District 5 is so critical – TRPA, CTC and
TTD have more impact on the lives of those living in the basin
than the Board of Supervisors.

Beyond those responsibilities, the primary roles of a county
supervisor are to make sure county services are equitably
supported throughout the territory and that there is economic
stability to provide those services.

Swanson has proved herself to be fiscally responsible on the
boards she has served. And she has an awareness of issues that
go beyond personal experience.

We  hope  she  can  stay  focused  because  at  times  she  seems
scattered, which causes her do things that makes us question
her judgment. If Swanson can keep it together, she could be
the most effective supervisor Tahoe has had – and perhaps the
board has had.

However,  Swanson  has  baggage,  which  gives  us  pause  as  we
endorse her. She needs to take responsibility for her role in
taking money from a man now serving time in prison on drug
charges and giving it to a nonprofit education foundation.
While there was nothing illegal about the transaction, it
raises questions about her ethics and judgment.

By now she should know perception can be much greater than
reality. Everyone has made mistakes, had moments they wish
they  could  do  over.  But  Swanson  has  never  publicly  taken



responsibility for her role in the questionable donation that
came in a brown bag. It shouldn’t matter if the DA cleared her
– the public hasn’t and she needs to acknowledge this.

Swanson  will  only  succeed  at  the  next  level  of  political
office if she grows up a bit, becomes more mature and takes
responsibility  for  her  shortcomings  as  well  as  her
accomplishments.

While we believe Sue Novasel is electable, we don’t believe
she  has  the  breadth  of  knowledge  to  tackle  the  job
efficiently. And while she says she will give 100 percent to
this job, it has been years since she has had a regular full-
time job. The supervisor works more than 40 hours a week – it
doesn’t end.

Kevin Brown has clearly done his research and comes across as
informed.  But  his  ties  to  developers  and  other  special
interests make us question if he is the appropriate voice for
Lake Tahoe.

Gerri Grego needs to get more experience beyond the South Lake
Tahoe Planning Commission. She also needs some moxie.

Teresa Piper needs experience to be taken seriously.

Kenny Curtzwiler can’t say he is anti-government and then want
to be on an elected body. This doesn’t make sense. We don’t
need an outsider on the board.

District 5 will be best served for the next four years if
Angela Swanson is on the Board of Supervisors. Vote Swanson on
June 3.


