Prescription drug use in U.S.
keeps climbing

By Dennis Thompson, HealthDay

Prescription drugs are playing an increasingly larger role in
U.S. life, with nearly half of all Americans taking one or
more medications.

Among adults, the most common prescription drugs are for
cardiovascular disease and high cholesterol.

Those are two of several key findings in the federal
government’s annual comprehensive report on the nation’s
health that was released Wednesday.

The relationship between Americans and their prescriptions 1is
complex, according to the report produced by the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.

On the one hand, more people than ever are receiving effective
treatment for chronic conditions like diabetes, high blood
pressure, elevated cholesterol levels and depression.

But doctors and pharmacists also find themselves struggling
with unintended consequences of drug use, such as prescription
narcotics abuse and the advent of antibiotic-resistant germs.
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